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From the Executive Principal’s Desk

Engagement, Writing, Feedback and
Retrieval

Dear Parents, Caregivers and
Students

One of my favourite movies of all time is
Dead Poets’ Society, set in the 1960s in
a prestigious boarding school starring
the late and great Robin Williams. In it,
Mr Keating is tasked with teaching
poetry to a class of senior boys who
could not be less excited about similes,
metaphors and rhyming couplets. He

begins the year by taking the class to the school’s trophy room,
pointing to the photos of senior classes from many decades
before whose time at the school, and most likely on Earth, are
over. The photos are grainy and the haircuts and clothes worn
date to the 1800s, but the faces are just as fresh, youthful and
curious as the boys’ standing in the room. Then, in the film’s
most famous line, Mr Keating says, ‘Carpe Diem. Seize the day.
Make your lives extraordinary.’ It is a deeply inspiring scene,
one which demonstrates the fleeting nature of time and urges
us all to make the most of the opportunities and indeed, every
day, presented to us.

Sometimes we can get so bogged down in the day-to-day
drama of getting to school or work and doing all those little
jobs we might not like but still have to do. We focus on the
mundanity of tasks like making sure uniforms are clean, lunches
packed and getting out of the house on time, that we forget
that each and every moment is a gift. Each and every day is
an opportunity to learn, laugh and grow. At Mansfield SHS,

your student is constantly being presented with these types of
opportunities. Quality learning and teaching is happening here
in every lesson, every day, by teachers who are just as inspiring
and motivating as Mr Keating, to students who are just as
precious and full of potential as that class of boys.

Making the most of 2021 at Mansfield SHS is about giving every
child every chance to succeed. This means attendance every
single day is an absolute priority not just for individual students,
but for the entire family unit. Sometimes, it does take a little
more oomph to get our children out the door for school on time
and completely prepared for the day, believe me, I know! But
like us all, a loved one bringing us a cup of tea or a word of
encouragement can make the difference between a day spent
under a cloud and one where opportunities are seized with joy.

At Mansfield SHS, our supportive and caring culture is our
key weapon in ensuring the inspiration and action to achieve
permeates our students and staff. This is evident in the way
our students wear their uniform with pride, the engagement
seen in our classrooms and the achievements these result
in. We are always steadfast in delivering quality learning in a
caring environment. This has developed a culture of belonging,
optimal effort and pride in our work. I see this every day. The
support our students have from their teachers, support staff,
the P&C and the entire school community provides endless
opportunities for your children to seize the day! That old saying
of, ‘The day is long but the year is short’ is so pertinent here;
making the most of 2021 means making the most of every
single day and at Mansfield SHS these opportunities are
presented to them in every minute of every lesson.

Finally, I would like to congratulate all our beautiful students
and wonderful staff. You HAVE made a brilliant start to 2021!
Walking around our school grounds, I can see everyone
wanting to be part of Mansfield SHS’s fantastic and caring
culture, especially how our students have worn their uniform
with pride and their near perfect attendance. I poke my head
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Mrs Sandy Ebert,Mrs Sandy Ebert,
Business ManagerBusiness Manager

into so many classrooms and already have witnessed real
engagement and quality learning and teaching in every lesson.
This makes me really proud, but you should be even prouder.
As a schooling community, Mansfield SHS is seizing the day,
the lesson, and every minute. Keep up the excellent work
Mansfield!

I hope you all have a wonderful few weeks with your family.

Deputy Principal News

Traffic and parking
We would like to remind the entire Mansfield SHS community
to be mindful around traffic and parking, especially regarding
these points:

We really appreciate your consideration of the above points, as
they are crucial for the safety of everyone.

School photographs
The photographing of students at Mansfield SHS by our
professional photographers has now finished. If you wish to
organise sibling photographs you may contact My School
Photography directly. You are still able to place orders online.
In the near future, students will be receiving their school ID card
and their ordered photographs should be arrive before term 1
holidays. Students who did not have their photograph taken will
have their photograph taken by the administration officer and
these photographs will not be included in order packs.

Business Manager News

2021 general levy and
subject charges
The general levy will be invoiced for year
7, year 8 and year 9 at the end of
February. Subject fees for these year
levels will be invoiced week beginning
Monday 1 March. Year 10, year 11 and
year 12 general levy and subject fees will
be invoiced early in March. You will
receive multiple emails titled tax invoices

but please wait until you receive a statement listing all your
charges and credits.

The government textbook allowance levy credit is $130.00 for
year 7, year 8, year 9 and year 10 and $281.00 for year 11 and
year 12. These amounts will show as credit on your account
and for year 11 and year 12 will offset as credit on the general
levy and some subject charges. Statements for all year levels
will be emailed week beginning Monday 22 March.

Mansfield SHS finance department no longer takes cash
payments. Our preferred method of payment for the general
levy and subject charges is via Bpoint.

BPoint is an online payment system which enables parents to
pay invoices and statements via a web link on your tax invoices
or statements. Payments can be made via BPoint:

1. DO NOT park on the school grounds! Park in
designated areas only and NOT on private property
or on the grounds of businesses adjacent to the
school, ie. the VET surgery.

2. Park a little way from the school and ask the student
to meet you.

3. Abide by the road rules.

4. Cross the road at the crossings or lights only.

5. Be mindful of our neighbours in the local streets:
- Do not drop off across driveways
- Park on one side of the street only for narrow
streets so that cars can still get down the street.
- Do not park in a cul-de-sac or a turnaround area.

6. Students who are driving to school please register
your car with the school (page M25 of the student
handbook):
- Register your car details with the deputy principal
senior schooling.
- Must not transport any other student, except for
immediate member of their family.
- Abide by road rules.
- Park in appropriate places only which does not
include the school grounds.
- Only in special cases where agreement between
parents and the deputy principal have been arranged
will permission be granted for one student to drive
another.

• Step 1 – log onto BPOINT Web link

• Step 2 – enter the CRN from the invoice that you
would like to pay. The CRN will appear on the bottom
of the invoice. This is a critical step. If an incorrect
CRN is entered, the system will not let you go further.
Without the right CRN, money will not be
transferred to your school account. Please note
the CRN will always be the same as the BPay
reference number.

• Step 3 – enter invoice number

• Step 4 – enter student name

• Step 5 – input an amount

• Step 6 – choose a card type by clicking on the
appropriate icon

• Step 7 – enter card number

• Step 8 – enter expiry date

• Step 9 – enter CSV number. This is the 3 digit
number found at the back of the card. This is a
requirement for the payment to process.

• Step 10 – payment confirmation.
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Mr Mark Casey,Mr Mark Casey,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Payment and invoice calendar for 2021

Faculty News

Creative Technologies
This year the information technologies
faculty, the food and fibre technologies
faculty and IT support have been
combined under creative technologies.
We have some fantastic staff including
Mrs Docherty leading information
technologies curriculum, Mrs Roche
leading the food and fibre curriculum
and Mr Sisson our IT manager leading
IT support. This is an awesome team
with amazing teachers who are here to

support Mansfield SHS students and their involvement in
creative technologies.

Mrs Kylie Docherty,Mrs Kylie Docherty,
InformationInformation

TechnologiesTechnologies
CurriculumCurriculum

Mrs SandraMrs Sandra
Roche,Roche,

Food andFood and
Fibre CurriculumFibre Curriculum

Mr MichaelMr Michael
Sisson,Sisson,

IT ManagerIT Manager

Extracurricular activities calendar

In 2021, there are a range of extra-curricular activities related
to digital technologies and digital solutions subjects. These
extra-curricular activities are a fun way to extend knowledge
about these subject areas. Some competitions are free and

others have a cost associated. Some occur on a specific date
and time and are organised by the teacher and others require
students to take the initiative to form their own teams and
contact the teacher with a project idea. If you would like to
know more about how any of these competitions work, please
contact the teacher listed next to the activity in the table below.

Date of

activity

Activity

title

Short

description

Year

level

Contact

Wednesday
30

September
2020 Friday
21 May 2021

AI for Good Learn about AI and
design a creative
way for artificial
Intelligence to make
a difference in the
world. (No coding
required.)

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

In progress eSports Teams of students
formed last year
compete in online
RocketLeague and
LeagueOfLegends
matches against
other schools.
Matches streamed
online.

Year
10 to
year
12

Mr Stewart
(ljste0@eq.edu.au)

Monday 25
January to
Friday 17

September

Premier’s
Coding
Challenge

Work individually or
in a small team to
code an interactive
and innovative
digital solution to
raise awareness of
digital wellbeing.

Year 7
to year
10

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Monday 15
February for
five weeks

NCSS
Challenge

A five week online
coding competition
run by
GrokLearning. Each
coding challenge is
released on the
Monday and must
be submitted by the
following Sunday.
Cost $7.20 Year 7
and year 8; $24.00
Year 9 to year 12.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Tuesday 16
February to
Wednesday
11 August

YICTE Young ICT
Explorers
Competition. Build
a project that uses
IT to solve a
problem or share a
passion. Successful
projects will be
invited to present a
virtual or in-person
presentation at the
finals event (to be
advised).

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Thursday 18
February to
Thursday 5

August

STEM Video
Game
Challenge

Build a game based
around the theme
‘Scale’.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Round 1:
Monday 15
March to

Sunday 28
March

Round 2:
Monday 23
August to
Sunday 5

September

Bebras Computational
Thinking
Competition (Round
1). A one hour
online quiz to be
taken any time
during the
competition period.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)
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Mr Craig Healey,Mr Craig Healey,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Date of

activity

Activity

title

Short

description

Year

level

Contact

Tuesday 23
March to

Thursday 25
March

CAT Computational and
Algorithmic Thinking
Challenge. One
hour online during
the competition
period.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Monday 8
March to
Friday 30

July

TechGirls Tech Girls are
SuperHeroes
Competition pairs
groups of girls with
a mentor from the
IT industry to build
an app that aligns
with technovation
guidelines and UN
development goals.
Cost $50.00.

Year 7
to year
12
(female
only)

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Commencing
Monday 10
May for five

weeks

Web.Comp An online coding
competition run by
GrokLearning to
teach you HTML5
and CSS. Cost
$7.20 Year 7 and
year 8; $24.00 Year
9 to year 12.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

To be
advised

Big Day In IT Usually this is an
excursion to UQ for
the day to hear
more about IT
careers; however,
last year most
events were
changed to online
webinars. More
events coming in
2021 but the format
still to be
announced.

Year 9
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Team prep
term 1 and

term 2

Competitions
term 3 and

term 4

FTC First Tech Robotics
Challenge. A team
of up to ten
students design,
build and code a
robot using a kit of
parts and compete
within a common
set of rules against
other schools in a
sophisticated field
game. No
experience
required.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Team prep
term 2

Competition
term 3

FLL First Lego League
Competition.

Year 7
to year
10

Ms Buecher-Hall

(eabue0@eq.edu.au)

Team prep
term 2

Competition
term 3

CyberTaipan A cybersecurity
challenge. Teams
compete against
other schools in
weekend rounds to
resolve security
issues in Windows
and Linux systems.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty

(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Thursday 26
August

AIO Australian
Informatics
Olympiad.

Year 9
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Monday 9
August to
Friday 13
August

ICAS DT ICAS Digital
Technologies
Competition.

Year 7
to year
10

Mr Redhead

(mredh2@eq.edu.au)

Date of

activity

Activity

title

Short

description

Year

level

Contact

Friday 20
August to
Sunday 22

August

GovHack OpenData
competition
sponsored by
Queensland
Government. Work
in a team of high
school students,
university students
and/or industry
professionals to
pitch an idea or
build an app that
uses open data.

Year 7
to year
12

Mrs Docherty
(kdoch8@eq.edu.au)

Year 12 food and nutrition

Year 12 term 1 food and nutrition students are participating in
a range of carbohydrate experiments. The experiments include
caramelisation, crystallisation, dextrinisation, Leavening
methods and gelatinisation. These experiments are chosen so
that the students understand the chemical and functional
properties of carbohydrates and can compare the sensory
properties of appearance, taste, texture, flavour and aroma
that are created from different processes. These key learning
experiences allow the students to deepen their knowledge and
enable them to solve unique and complex food related
problems as they progress through their second internal
assessment and working towards their external exam.

HPE
Year 12 health, with
theguidanceofMsBeckman,
MsSymko, MsArmstrong
andMrs Schafer are planning to
conduct a road safety week at
Mansfield SHS during week 5 of term
1.

The students have identified road
safety as an important health issue
within the Mansfield SHS

community, and feel it is essential as students to takeactionon
this area to enable our community to stay safe.

The students, across all four classes, will present
innovations.Throughout the week, we are planning to have
multipleactivities running. These activities will include:

• Road safety morning before school on Wednesday
24 February, where all the health students will be out
on Ham and Broadwater Roads encouraging
students to walk to school safely.
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Mrs Allison Peel,Mrs Allison Peel,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

There will be lots of emails and notices and other forms of
communication coming out during the week with statistics,
hints and videos. You can stay up to date with the events during
the week on the P&C Facebook page.

Humanities

Mrs Rosette Sagner,Mrs Rosette Sagner,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Mrs Tammy Vallis,Mrs Tammy Vallis,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

In week 4, our year 12 geography students attended a one-day
field trip at the Toohey Forest Environmental Education Centre
based at Griffith University, Nathan Campus. The purpose of
the day was to collect biotic and abiotic data in the adjoining
Toohey Forest. As per QCAA guidelines, Unit 3 Topic 2:
Responding to Local Land Cover Transformations, students are
required to complete a field report based on data collected in
the local area. Students will analyse and apply data to manage
the impact of urbanisation and land fragmentation on endemic
species in the Toohey Forest area. Griffith University
undergraduate students studying education and geography
facilitated group work activities in the field and opportunities to
consolidate learning were provided by expert teachers from the
centre.

English

Ms Carissa Bladin,Ms Carissa Bladin,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Mr Kevin Connell,Mr Kevin Connell,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Year 7 Shake and Stir performance

Our year 7 students had the pleasure of watching a live
performance of Terrortorial by the Shake and Stir Theatre
Company recently. This thought-provoking and entertaining
play presented issues around settling in to high school,
providing strategies for students to use if facing problems and
giving them tools to use to cope with change. The English
department is thrilled to give students the opportunity to
observe live performances and provide learning opportunities
through this valuable medium.

We were extremely pleased with the behaviour of our year 7
cohort. They were attentive and well-behaved and asked many
intelligent questions of the actors after the performance. Well
done, year 7!

Languages

2020 Year 7 French
immersion student
achievements

As the year 7s of 2020 make their way
into year 8 this year and continue their
immersion journey, we would like to
take a moment to reflect on some of
their achievements. A question
commonly asked by students and
families of beginning immersion

students is, "Will doing immersion negatively affect my work in
other areas?" Here are some highlights of the achievements of
the 2020 year 7 immersion cohort in the external ICAS
assessments, which may alleviate these fears. Congratulations
to this cohort on their hard work. In addition the top performing
student in year 9 in Queensland for English ICAS was awarded
to a year 9 immersion student.

• Road safety action day on Friday 26 February, where
the police and Transport Main Roads Department
staff are coming out to assist students run a variety
of activities and stalls designed to get students
thinking about staying safe on the roads around our
community.

• Year 11 SDP classes will be listening to a RAAP talk
by the fire and safety officers and year 12 have the
RACQ coming in to do a DRIVER IQ program.
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Year 7 Immersion 2020 ICAS Achievements

Science English Mathematics Digital

technologies

Spelling

bee

High
Distinction

Credit x 2

High
Distinction

Distinction

Merit x 2

Credit

Distinction

Credit

Distinction Distinction
x 2

Credit x 2

French immersion chaperons

This year, for the very first time, a new mentoring program has
been implemented within French immersion called ‘chaperons’.
This program consists of ten year 9 students who will have the
responsibility to support and guide the transition of the year 7
immersion class, as they complete their first year of immersion.

The following year 9 immersion students were selected at the
end of last year to be the inaugural chaperons of 2021: Chloe
Flintoff, Ewen Smibert, Katherine de Beer, Ker Qing Ngu, Lily
Ramsay, Mia Flintoff, Paul Krasnichkin, Taj Kucurs, Zoe Liew
and Zoe Mauleon-Wells. The chaperons have been involved
with providing assistance during SDP lessons, as well as
organising and running fun activities.

2021 Year 7 French immersion welcome picnic

The annual French immersion picnic was held on Saturday
13 February to welcome our new year 7 students and their
families. The picnic is a tradition that has been ongoing since
the beginning of the program. This year we have had the
pleasure of welcoming 30 new year 7 students and their families
into the French immersion family. The picnic plays an important
role in forging relationships, connections and friendships that
support parents and students throughout the duration of the
program. Teachers, students and parents enjoyed mingling in a
relaxed and casual setting and shared delicious food.

Our wonderful French immersion teachers (L-R) Mrs Hough,Our wonderful French immersion teachers (L-R) Mrs Hough,
Mrs Burfoot, Ms Fryer, Mr Di Bartolo, Dr Beucher HallMrs Burfoot, Ms Fryer, Mr Di Bartolo, Dr Beucher Hall

A new addition to the picnic this year was our year 9 immersion
chaperone students and their families. Thank you very much
to these students and families who gave up their Saturday
afternoon to come and connect with our year 7 beginners and
share their valuable experiences to support the new comers to
our immersion family. We wish our new students a happy and
rewarding immersion experience and a successful academic
journey at Mansfield SHS.

Languages senior external exams

Year 12 students wishing to sit for a senior external examination
for languages need to read the information on the QCAA
website. The languages on offer are:

A subject result of C or higher in an examination contributes
four credits towards a Queensland Certificate of Education
(QCE) and may contribute to an Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR). Students must be able to demonstrate they are
receiving an appropriate level of tuition in the examination
subject.

If your student is interested in completing a senior external
exam for one of the above languages:

• Arabic

• Chinese

• Indonesian

• Latin

• Korean

• Polish

• Modern Greek

• Punjabi

• Russian

• Vietnamese

1. Complete the Agreement form and the Declaration
form that was emailed to all year 12 students in week
3.

2. Make the payment to the finance by Thursday 1st
April 2021.

3. Take the Agreement form and the Declaration form
with proof of payment to Ms Peel in G Block Staff
Room by Thursday 1st April.
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If you have any questions please see Mrs Peel, or for more
information follow this link to QCAA website.

EALD morning tutorials

EALD morning tutorials have now commenced for invited
students every Tuesday and Thursday from 7.45 am to 8.30
am. If you feel your student could benefit from additional EALD
support, please contact Mrs Peel.

Maths

Mr Peter Broome,Mr Peter Broome,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Ms Leanne Townsend,Ms Leanne Townsend,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

After school tutoring

We have 51 outstanding maths teachers at our school and
many offer free extra support to your students. This year we will
continue to run maths tutoring for all students at all levels and
abilities from 3 pm to 4 pm on the following days (in weeks 2 to
8 of each term):

Tuesday C1 - year
7

C2 – year 8 C3 – maths
methods

C3 – general
maths

Wednesday C1 - year
9

C2 – year 10

Thursday C1 - year
10

C2 – maths
methods

C3 – specialist
maths

Students should bring their maths notebooks and textbooks
(online or hardcopy) to work on areas which they require further
guidance. No mobile phones are permitted during these
sessions as it is a school activity.

Any student who requires extra support is welcome. Teachers
can keep a record of attendance if desired.

Year 7 mathematics parent evening

Over 150 Parents of our 2021 year 7 cohort spent more than
two hours on Wednesday evening 17 February enjoying the
presentations and doing some fun mathematics!

Thank you to all parents who attended. If you were unable to
attend and would like a PowerPoint of the presentation, please
contact Ms Townsend.

Special thank you to Mrs Cooper and Mr Broome who
presented scintillating opportunities for parents to solve
problems using the ‘write it up’ POLYA style format, understand
the power of Cambridge go online textbook, understand our
processes for all 20 year 7 classes and all 3240 students across
the school - term outlines, assessment, tutoring, maths breaks,
games (celebrity number) and problem of the week. A great
night for all who attended!

Resource Centre

Ms Kim Andrews,Ms Kim Andrews,
Teacher LibrarianTeacher Librarian

Ms Kerstin Robertson,Ms Kerstin Robertson,
Teacher LibrarianTeacher Librarian

Last week the library celebrated school libraries week and this
year’s theme was, ‘Unlocking the Future’. The lovely display
featured some of our books with keys and locks and students
were invited to participate in a competition where a new clue
was unlocked each day.

We like to celebrate this week each year to remember how
lucky we are to have a well-resourced library staffed with
qualified teacher librarians. Library orientations for the year 7s
will start in the coming weeks where students will become more
familiar with the resources we have on offer and how to access
them.

Science

Mr Duncan Gordon,Mr Duncan Gordon,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Mrs Emily Preston,Mrs Emily Preston,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department
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International Day of Women and Girls in Science

On Thursday 11 February, we recognised the UN International
Day of Women and Girls in Science. This day is intended
to highlight the gender imbalance in participation in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics disciplines, and work
towards greater gender equality.

During week 4, profiles of great women scientists that are part
of staff here at Mansfield SHS were shared with SDP teachers
to show students. This was an opportunity to both celebrate
the contributions of women and girls to the progress of science,
as well as acknowledge the many talents of our own staff
members.

Our celebration culminated in a morning tea where students
could come together and hear more about the contributions of
women to STEM disciplines. This presented as an opportunity
to encourage all our female students to consider the breadth of
opportunities for their future.

The United Nations shared this video in recognition of the
International Day of Women and Girls in Science.

Meet a scientist

The science department will be facilitating regular afterschool
presentations for our students interested in science. These
sessions, entitled ‘meet a scientist’, will be presented by
inspiring and recognised local scientists (researchers, lecturers
or PhD students) who will be sharing their passion for a specific
field of science starting with a 30 minute to 40 minute talk
followed by a Q&A session. The students will have the
opportunity to ask questions directly linked to the profession,
the studies undertaken, the highs and lows of the profession
or any other related questions. Students will be encouraged to
actively participate and ask questions.

Mrs Preston, head of department, and Mrs Buecher Hall,
biology teacher, will facilitate these presentations. The sessions
will be held in the science centre (new science building).

These afterschool presentations will run depending on the
school calendar and the availability of the presenters on
Wednesday or Thursday afternoons from 3 pm to 4 pm.
Students participating will be required to sign in at the start
of the presentation and will need to make sure that they have
a way to get home safely after the presentation. Permission
letters are available in the science centre staffroom. These must
be returned prior to attending.

Meet a scientist 2021 Semester 1

• Thursday 25 February - Dr Michela Mitchell (UQ)
Biology - venoms and their use in drugs.

• Wednesday 3 March - Dr Joanne Blanchfield (UQ)
Chemistry - drug development and delivery.

• Thursday 25 March - Dr Kelly Garner (Brain Institute
UQ) Medicine - topic to be confirmed.

• Wednesday 28 April - Dr Nela Durisic (Brain Institute
– UQ) Medicine – topic to be confirmed.

• Thursday 13 May - Dr Chris Brown (Griffith University)
Biology - sharks and sharks culling.

• Wednesday 26 May - Dr Matthew Smith (Research
and Scientific Branch Queensland Fire and
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Mr Mark Redhead,Mr Mark Redhead,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Ms Sue Pritchard,Ms Sue Pritchard,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

If you would like further information, please contact Mrs Preston
or Mrs Buecher Hall.

Students and Performance

NAPLAN at Mansfield SHS in
2021

Please be advised that year 7 and year
9 students will be completing NAPLAN
tests on paper at Mansfield SHS in
2021.

The QCAA provides
general information
about NAPLAN

tests and that information can be found here.

It is important for all to remember that NAPLAN tests are a
diagnostic tool that teachers and school leaders use as an
additional source of information about our students.

The richest and most important information about students
covers their achievement, behaviour and effort, whilst this is
indicated to parents via student report cards, the evidence for
this data is continually produced in the vibrant and engaging
classrooms around our school.

If you have any questions regarding NAPLAN, please email Mr
Redhead.

We are very proud of the excellent standard of learning and
teaching that happens in our school in every class, every day.

The Arts

It’s a MAD world….

After a COVID-induced false start,
MAD, Mansfield Acting and Drama, is
underway for semester 1. MAD seeks
to give students a taste of drama if
they have not tried it before and is also
for students who need a double dose
of drama but without the assessment.
It is an active and fun way to learn
some stage skills which prove useful in

many different ways. So far students have been playing games
that help with building a character and giving that character
movement and a voice that matches. With a performance
planned at the end, there is bound to be more fun weeks
ahead.

Head of Year News

Junior school
Our year 7 and year 8 students have had an incredible start to
2021. The junior school team have been working hard to assist
students settle in and take on our theme of being a positive
school member. We know engagement is critical to academic
success, so it is fantastic to see students collaborating and
cooperating in their learning environments. This year so far, our
highlights include the school swimming carnival and the start
of our interschool sport competition. MAP (Mansfield Activity
Program) has also commenced and is a great opportunity for
our students to engage in a variety of extracurricular activities
each Tuesday afternoon.

Our year 7 information evening was a great opportunity to
welcome our new parents, guardians and students to the
school community. As always, we were humbled by the number
of families that supported the event and showed a deep interest
in their child’s new journey at Mansfield SHS. The students had
a great time dancing in the sports centre led by Mr Weatherby
and our prefects.

Governor of Queensland visit
Our school was privileged to have the Honourable Governor of
Queensland, Mr Paul De Jersey address the year 7 assembly
on Monday. The students were incredible as they listened to
the Governor speak to them about “always doing your best” in
anything you do. This was a very appropriate message for our
youngest students as they begin their high school journey here
at Mansfield SHS.

Class meetings for teachers
Over the next few weeks, our year 7 and year 8 core classroom
teachers will meet to discuss how best to support the students
in each of their classes. We started class meetings last year
and teachers reported that this time was extremely valuable in
planning for the variety of learners in each classroom. Building
this foundational practice early in term 1 allows our teachers to
continue to collaborate and discuss ideas throughout the year.

Book and mobile phone lockers
Locker allocation has been finalised and emailed to students
who have already returned their request form. If a student stills
require a locker, they can collect a locker request form from
student services and return it as soon as possible. You will then
receive an email with your allocated locker number.

Immunisation program for Year 7
students
Mansfield SHS is participating in Queensland Health’s annual
school immunisation program. Students will be offered free
Human Papillomavirus (HPV), and Diphtheria, Tetanus and
Pertussis (Whooping Cough) vaccinations on Wednesday 5
May. With the second dose HPV vaccinations taking place on
Monday 15 November.

Emergency Services) Chemistry – topic to be
confirmed.

• Friday 16 June (to be confirmed) - Dr Eleanor
Velasquez (Griffith University) Biology - marine and
terrestrial ecology.
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Thank you to all those who have already filled out forms.
Parents and guardians of students who the school has not
received a form from have been emailed and still are able to
return a form.

Parents are encouraged to ensure their children have a water
bottle with them and have breakfast on the morning of the
vaccination.

Miss Sandra Quinn,Miss Sandra Quinn,
Deputy Principal,Deputy Principal,
Year 7 and Year 8Year 7 and Year 8

Mrs Tracey Host,Mrs Tracey Host,
Head of Year 7Head of Year 7

(Student Services)(Student Services)

Mr Matt Grant,Mr Matt Grant,
Head of Year 8Head of Year 8

(Student Services)(Student Services)

Mr Dane Tucker,Mr Dane Tucker,
Year 7Year 7

CoordinatorCoordinator
(Science Centre)(Science Centre)

Miss SashaMiss Sasha
Kotanko,Kotanko,

Year 8 CoordinatorYear 8 Coordinator
(J Block)(J Block)

Miss AngelaMiss Angela
Lanigan,Lanigan,

Junior SchoolJunior School
CoordinatorCoordinator

(A Block)(A Block)

Middle school
It is hard to believe that we are at the half-way point of term
1 already! It has been fantastic to visit classrooms and see the
learning occurring every lesson, every day.

Students will now have received their semester assessment
planner, and diarised assessment due dates. We encourage
you to work with your child to develop a study planner so
that they are fully prepared to demonstrate their learning and
growth. It is so important for our young people to lead a
balanced life and include recreational time, physical activity,
and family time into their study planner. Having some structure
in leading a balanced lifestyle will help them develop into
confident, informed and well-balanced young adults.

Year 9 and 10 Student Development Program
(SDP)

During the SDP lessons in week 4, each student was emailed
their individual Track Ed profile. This profile focused on their
progress in semester 2 last year. Students were encouraged
to reflect on their progress and use this data to set goals to
help them achieve their best possible standard this term and
beyond.

The Track Ed profile does not just provide students with a
map of their academic progress, it also provides details of
attendance. Students were asked to reflect on the impact that
attendance has on academic success.

Whether the goals students set were around academic
achievement, effort, or attendance, they were asked to make
their goals visible through writing them on page 8 of their
student handbook.

We encourage you to discuss the goals your child set for this
term and for them to share their Track Ed profile with you, as
they continue to work towards becoming the best version of
themselves.

Year 10 immunisations

Mansfield SHS is participating in Queensland Health’s annual
school immunisation program. Students will be offered free
Meningococcal ACWY vaccinations on Monday 6 September.

If you would like your child to be vaccinated, please fill in the
consent form distributed to students this week and return it to
the school by Friday 12 March.

If you do not wish for your child to be vaccinated or they have
already been vaccinated, please note this on the form and
return it to school.

Middle secondary schooling team

Mrs CaitlinMrs Caitlin
Anghel,Anghel,

Deputy Principal,Deputy Principal,
Year 9 and 10Year 9 and 10

Mr Mark Waugh,Mr Mark Waugh,
Head of Year 9Head of Year 9

(Student(Student
Services)Services)

Mrs DanielleMrs Danielle
Goschnick,Goschnick,

Head of Year 10Head of Year 10
(Student Services)(Student Services)

Mr Dylan Williams,Mr Dylan Williams,
Year LevelYear Level

Coordinator,Coordinator,
Year 9 (Sports Centre)Year 9 (Sports Centre)

Ms SamanthaMs Samantha
Armstrong,Armstrong,
Year LevelYear Level

Coordinator,Coordinator,
Year 10 (SportsYear 10 (Sports

Centre)Centre)

Mr Ben Austen,Mr Ben Austen,
Middle SchoolMiddle School
CoordinatorCoordinator

(Sports Centre)(Sports Centre)
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Senior school

Senior SDP classes

The year 11 students have been engaged in a variety of
activities in SDP classes, one of which was the academic
integrity course from QCAA that all students are required to
complete. The questions in the course are a great place to start
discussions with your student around their assessment work.

The year 12 students have been rotating through activities
as each class has been given the opportunity to access the
RACQ’s interactive, engaging road safety presentation called
‘Driver IQ’. The presentation interactively takes the students
through a number of scenarios to get them thinking about their
road safety habits as young drivers.

Students also had the opportunity to engage in a review and
recharge lesson where they accessed their own personal data
around performance, behaviour and attendance and used this
data to set goals and intentions for the year ahead.

TAFE and certificate courses

If your student is absent from his/her certificate course, please
contact the relevant TAFE or RTO advising of your student’s
absenteeism on the day, as you would here at school. All
students who attend TAFE will be noted on the TAFE portal,
which the school has access to.

If there are any students who have taken up a placement in
a course then decide that it is not their preferred pathway,
these students must see Ms Symko or Ms Pearce in student
services prior to withdrawing, as this may impact on their ability
to receive a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) at the
end of year 12.

If your student missed a place in a certificate course starting
at the beginning of this year, TAFE will offer additional courses
mid-year later this term. The 2022 certificate application
process will begin early semester 2 and the school will advise
students of these courses as soon as these courses are
finalised by TAFE.

Thank you to parents/caregivers for supporting your student in
this exciting and new opportunity on which they are embarking.

School-based apprenticeships or traineeships
(SATs)

If your student is absent from his/her day at their school-based
apprenticeship or traineeship, please contact the relevant
employer and the school advising of your student’s
absenteeism on the day.

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships (SATs) are
part-time apprenticeships or traineeships where students use
some school time to go to work and/or do the theoretical
off-the-job training of their SAT. If your student is interested in
undertaking a SAT, contact our student engagement officer Mrs
Pearce.

Students driving to school

Year 12 students driving cars to school must remember the
following:

Senior schooling team

Mrs Overs –Mrs Overs –
Yr 12 DeputyYr 12 Deputy

PrincipalPrincipal

Mrs Fletcher –Mrs Fletcher –
Yr 11 DeputyYr 11 Deputy

PrincipalPrincipal

Ms Symko –Ms Symko –
Head of Year 12Head of Year 12

(Student(Student
Services)Services)

Ms Hixon –Ms Hixon –
Head of Year 11Head of Year 11

(Student Services)(Student Services)

Mrs Soteriou –Mrs Soteriou –
Year Coordinator 12Year Coordinator 12

(J Block)(J Block)

Ms Wust –Ms Wust –
Year Coordinator 11Year Coordinator 11

(J Block)(J Block)

Ms Beckman –Ms Beckman –
Senior School CoordinatorSenior School Coordinator

(Sports Centre)(Sports Centre)

Ms Pearce –Ms Pearce –
Student Engagement OfficerStudent Engagement Officer

(Student Services)(Student Services)

• Register details with the year 12 deputy principal

• Students must not transport any other student
except for immediate family members

• Students must abide by road rules

• Park in appropriate places around the school, but not
on school grounds or church grounds.
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Guidance News

Mrs Penny BudgeMrs Penny Budge Mrs Jo LawtonMrs Jo Lawton

Mr Dale O’BrienMr Dale O’Brien Mrs Kamal MistryMrs Kamal Mistry

Career Information

If students are interested in joining the Defence Force if may be
helpful for you to gain information at an information session

Thursday 18 February:

Wednesday 24 February:

Are you ready to find your career?
On the new Australian Government website Your Career you
can take a quick quiz to find study, training or job options that
support your current career needs or goals. On the site, you
can find information about:

Myfuture website
Myfuture is free and you sign up when you first visit the site.
You will enter a username and password for access for future
visits. The site contains information on courses, occupations,
industries and institutions. On the site you can find:

Australia's top 20 most-needed workers
SEEK suggests that as Australia continues to grapple with
COVID-19, employers across key industries are experiencing
a new level of demand for workers and the competition can
be tough. So, which industries and roles are in demand now?
Click here to see SEEK's snapshot of the top 20 most-needed
workers.

Brisbane Careers and Employment Expo
The Brisbane Careers and Employment Expo is a leading
careers, training and education event in Queensland. The event
offers the opportunity for students, job seekers and career
changers of all ages to connect with organisations for guidance,
clarity and opportunities in relation to career options. The Expo
will be held on Friday 21 May and Saturday 22 May at the
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre and entry is free.
Find out more information here including a list of exhibitors and
registrations.

• Gold Coast: Gap year information session

• Brisbane: Trade careers information session

• Brisbane: Navy leadership evening

• Roma: Defence careers information session

• Get career ideas. Explore jobs that match your skills,
interests and goals and be inspired by real career
stories.

• Learn and train. Discover learning and training
options to gain new skills, upskill or re-skill for a job.

• Get job ready. Learn how to build a great résumé
and get the job you want.

• Work support. Access information and services to
support your career.

• My career profile. Complete activities to identify
interests, values and skills and view suggested
occupations to explore career pathways.

• Career bullseyes . Find out what career pathways are
related to school learning areas.

• Occupations . Explore over 350 occupations
describing tasks, skill levels and current labour
market information.

• Industries. Access important information (including
employment prospects) for each industry.

• Career articles. Discover practical information to
support your career exploration.

• Courses. Discover a course for you by viewing
current higher education and vocational education
and training (VET) courses.

• Institutions. Learn more about educational institutions
and what opportunities and further study options are
available.

• Career stories. Learn tips and tricks by reading real
life career stories about personal experiences.

• Organisations. Discover career resources,
opportunities and possible career pathways.
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Glen Petersen,Glen Petersen,
School ChaplainSchool Chaplain

Mrs Sonia RadelMrs Sonia Radel
P&C Operations ManagerP&C Operations Manager

12 ways to beat stress
Something to think about to manage your stress levels as the
school year ramps up:

Surviving senior
Much is required of you during year 11 and year 12. It can
be stressful at times. It is important to build your resilience to
meet the challenges of this time in your life and the future.
The beyond blue website contains strategies and resources
for looking after yourself. Have a read and start the year off
with healthy habits. Remember your school guidance officer/
counsellor can also help you learn strategies to cope with the
challenges of senior study and life.

Take care of yourself
Your brain and body are closely connected. Looking after your
body has great benefits for your mind. Activities like sport,
dance, walking or yoga can increase your performance by
increasing oxygen to your brain. It is also great at reducing
tension from stress and school pressure.

Some stress can be useful in keeping us motivated. Without it
we would find it hard to stay awake! However, during year 12,
and especially during exam time, you may find your stress levels
rising high into the ‘critical zone’, causing a dramatic decline in
performance. Proven strategies for beating stress include:

Click here for more ideas on how to look after yourself.

Useful eSafety links

The eSafety Commissioner is offering free webinars for parents
and carers to help you learn how to help your child develop
skills to be safer online:

Chaplaincy News

Chaplaincy at Mansfield
SHS
Chaplaincy services in all schools cover the
same major areas but the specifics of how
they do that vary according to the school's
priorities and the chaplain's skills. Attached
is a report that will be presented at the first
P&C meeting of the year. It provides a
snapshot of the activities chaplaincy is
involved in throughout Mansfield SHS.

Parent prayer group
Chappy Glen would love to hear from any parents interested
in becoming involved with the parent Christian prayer group.
Please email him.

The meetings will most likely continue to be held at 1.45 pm,
fortnightly on a Monday and will finish to enable parents to
collect their students at 2.45 pm. If you are unable to attend the
meetings but would like to know more please still email Glen.

P&C News

P&C Association –
Notice of annual
general meeting
The Mansfield State High School
P&C Association will hold its
annual general meeting on
Thursday 25 February at 6.30 pm
in the assembly hall. All are
welcome to attend. Parents are
encouraged to complete a

membership form even if they cannot attend on the night and
the form can be returned to the school prior to the meeting.

P&C membership enables parents to become involved in the
school community, support their student and have input into
key issues. The P&C executive are volunteers who oversee

1. Try not to be perfect – it is impossible.

2. Focus on what you are good at – there are plenty of
things.

3. Look for humour when things are going haywire.

4. When you feel tired, have a nap – your mind will be
much clearer.

5. When you feel down, have a warm bath with bubbles
and essential oils, such as orange and lavender. A
shower also works when you have the essential oils
in the bathroom.

6. Try relaxation techniques such as meditation, deep
breathing and listening to music.

7. Exercise is a great way to relieve stress – even going
for a walk or a quick jog helps.

8. Have some time out for a little while, like watching
something mindless on TV.

9. Try not to feel too guilty.

10. Do not be too hard on yourself – not everything is
your fault.

11. Work on sleeping seven to eight hours a night.

12. Work on eating healthy foods but allow yourself some
treats from time to time.

• Relaxation. Smartphone apps like Smiling Mind can
help.

• Time management. Try making a list of activities and
prioritise.

• Connecting with others. Talk about your worries,
laugh, and be positive!

• Remember to be kind to yourself. Take some time
out to do the things you enjoy or help you maintain
your wellbeing

• Make a complaint about cyberbullying here.

• Make a report about image-based abuse here.

• Click here to access the free webinars.

• Click here to access eSafety’s parent guide to
cyberbullying and online drama.
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the association with staff employed to manage daily operations
including the canteen and uniform shop. Nominations for
executive positions can be made at the AGM, with nomination
forms available on the school website. In addition to the AGM in
February, meetings are held monthly during school terms and
include guest speakers and school representatives.

Mansfield Central now open
Our newest canteen Mansfield Central is now open to all
students. Adjoining the hall, this canteen offers a full menu
in each break as well as the rear kiosk which sells drinks,
ice-creams and snacks.

The kiosk remains open after school until 3.15 pm for students
who are staying at school to attend extra curriculum activities or
to study.

Year 7 students should continue to pre-order with cash at Café
74 (A block canteen) before school. You can set up a My
Student Account once you receive your student ID card.

My Student Account
My Student Account (MSA) offers the advantage of no minimum
spend, compared to EFTPOS which has a minimum spend of
$5 per transaction. If you are an existing student, activate your
account here. Follow the prompts to create a new account.
You will need your student ID number and date of birth to do
this. Once the account is created, funds can be added to the
account by credit card.

Alternatively, students can load cash directly to MSA by
bringing the cash and their student identification card to Café
74 before school. Funds are loaded directly to the card and are
available to spend immediately. There are no fees for loading
cash.

Students must present their card to load funds and to make a
purchase. Staff are unable to accept your student diary or just
your ID number. Cards which have been damaged or have the
photo rubbed out/covered over cannot be accepted.

Uniform shop
Please continue to order items required online and collect from
the uniform shop during opening hours or have your student
collect from the student window. The uniform shop has now
returned to normal hours and is open on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 7.30 am to 10.30 am.

If you have ordered online and not collected your order, please
send you student to collect.

Community News

School bus passes

Parents of student/s that held a 2020 Clarks Logan City Bus
Pass that rolled over for 2021 have until Friday 26 February to
collect their passes. If these passes are not collected by this

date, you will need to reapply. Collection times at our depot are
Monday to Friday 8 am to 10 am and 2 pm to 4 pm. If you have
any enquires please contact us at info@clarkslogancity.com.au.

Play rugby league at Easts Mt Gravatt
If you are proud of the community in which you live and you are
looking to get your child into rugby league in 2021 there is only
one junior club in the 4122 postcode area and that is Easts Mt
Gravatt in Tones Road, Mansfield.

Registration is now open. Payment plans are available and
Fair Play Vouchers are accepted. Fees are $290.00, which
covers a training shirt, player insurance, affiliation fees and
end-of-season trophy night.

The Easts Mt Gravatt club was founded in 1958 and currently
has three of its former juniors playing in the NRL; Corey
Thompson, Liam Knight and 2020 Queensland State of Origin
star Edrick Lee.

During the summer, the clubhouse underwent major
improvements making it fully accessible and disability friendly,
while outside Allan Innes Field continues to be one of the best
playing surfaces in Brisbane.
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Calendar of Events

TUESDAY

23
FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER ON WEBSITE

YEAR 12 DRIVIER IQ SESSION –
ASSEMBLY HALL

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
2

WEDNESDAY

24
FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 STATISTICS INCURSION

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
2

THURSDAY

25
FEBRUARY

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL

MEET A SCIENTIST – 3 PM SC05

P&C MEETING – ASSEMBLY HALL

FRIDAY

26
FEBRUARY

10am EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
ASSEMBLY (Celebrating our 2020 Year 12
cohort)

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 3 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

SUNDAY

26
FEBRUARY

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 12 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

MONDAY

1 MARCH

MSG NETBALL SUPER 7s GALA DAY 1 –
WEMBLEY PARK

TUESDAY

2 MARCH

YEAR 10 RELIGION

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
3

WEDNESDAY

3 MARCH

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
3

MEET A SCIENTIST – 3 PM SC05

THURSDAY

4 MARCH

YEAR 12 BIOLOGY EXCURSION –
BULIMBA CREEK

YEAR 11 SCIENCE IN PRACTICE
EXCURSION – BOGGO ROAD JAIL

FRIDAY

5 MARCH

MUSIC CAMP 1 – ALEXANDRA
HEADLANDS

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 3 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

SATURDAY

6 MARCH

MUSIC CAMP 1 – ALEXANDRA
HEADLANDS

SUNDAY

7 MARCH

MUSIC CAMP 1 – ALEXANDRA
HEADLANDS

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 12 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

MONDAY

8 MARCH

BEACH VOLLEYBALL SCHOOLS CUP -
COOLANGATTA

TUESDAY

9 MARCH

YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12 RELIGION

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
4

WEDNESDAY

10 MARCH

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
4

THURSDAY

11 MARCH

YEAR 7 VISUAL ART EXCURSION –
NEWSTEAD HOUSE

FRIDAY

12 MARCH

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 3 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

SUNDAY

14 MARCH

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 12 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

MONDAY

15 MARCH

RAUCHLE SERVICE CLUB MEETING – 1
PM S03
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