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From the Executive Principal’s Desk

Engagement, Writing, Feedback and
Retrieval

Dear Parents, Caregivers and
Students

Welcome back my beautiful Mansfield
SHS community! After what felt like a
delightfully long break, I know we are all
refreshed and ready to stand in front of
2021 with our heads held high, prepared
for another year of quality learning in a
caring environment. I have already
witnessed it in the way our students

have presented for school these first few days, wearing their
Mansfield SHS uniform with the pride it deserves.

Over the holidays, I reflected on what wearing this uniform
means, especially when I watched some of our graduating
students being congratulated for their exemplary ATAR scores
(more on this below!) The teal and white of Mansfield SHS
does so much more than identify our students as belonging
to our school; this uniform signals the wearer is steadfast in
their commitment to giving their best effort, which extends far
beyond achievements in the classroom and out into our wider
community. Wearing their uniform correctly and neatly shows
each and every student is not only proud of their school, but
has pride in themselves. It stands for integrity, tenacity and
precision in their effort to be the best they can be. I am so proud
of this school, and I can see by the way this uniform is worn,
that our students are proud too.

This pride does not just extend to uniform. It is great to see the
love of learning in our students and teachers did not fade after
a summer break of swimming in pools and battling it out on
computer games! I have walked through our corridors and am
thrilled with the way we have all immediately concentrated on
the task at hand. Quality learning in every classroom, in every
lesson during every day is a reality here at Mansfield SHS.

Despite the epic challenges of last year, those determined
efforts we see in every lesson in our classrooms has translated
into absolutely phenomenal outcomes. Our 2020 year 12
cohort results were simply outstanding and we should all be
very proud of them. These students faced a new senior
schooling system and a pandemic, and have come out with
ATARs that are out of this world! These kind of results are
the consequence of a whole school approach to learning, one
which values caring for each individual student whilst building a
common culture of belonging, determination and achievement.
This is what Mansfield SHS is all about: ‘ordinary people, doing
extraordinary things.’

Our school opinion survey results at the end of last year were
also exceptional and demonstrate that there is something
magical happening at our school. Our staff overwhelmingly
agree that Mansfield SHS is a good school which is always
striving to improve, whilst parents confirmed they were also
exceptionally happy with how we were performing. For me, to
have the vast majority of our parents confirm that Mansfield
SHS teachers encourage their child to do their best is
outstanding. Having a school as large as ours perform
exceptionally on so many levels is not a fluke, nor is it the
result of one person. Mansfield SHS is excellent because of
our collective willingness to continually strive for that excellence.
This is evident in the priorities we have identified in our School
Improvement Agenda for 2021, which include Engagement,
Writing, Feedback and Retrieval. On this, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our administration team, all of our teaching
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Ms Elaine Hamilton,Ms Elaine Hamilton,
Associate Principal,Associate Principal,
Students and PerformanceStudents and Performance

and support staff as well as you, our wonderful parents, for
supporting Mansfield SHS’s policies, procedures and
programs. It is because of our coordinated and combined
efforts to constantly do our best that our children are flourishing.

I am also pleased to announce that Mansfield SHS is
experiencing growth again in enrolment numbers with an extra
100 students. Yes, we are a very large school, but we are
excelling and our students are not ‘lost’ in our system. Our
size allows for greater diversity in subjects and offerings, and
with new classrooms already built to cater for this growth, our
facilities are up to the task. We are also welcoming 20 new
teachers to our school this year, another boom for Mansfield
SHS’s shared educational wisdom and expertise! With so many
new faces (not forgetting our courageous year 7s who are
entering an entirely new phase of their education), I would ask
that all our students continue to make all students and teachers
feel welcome in our wonderful school. Say hello and smile; it is
amazing how such a small thing can brighten someone’s day.
And do not forget, when we feel happier, we learn better.

Wow! I love Mansfield SHS and am so excited for the year
ahead! Can you tell? I hope you all have a wonderful few weeks
with your family.

Associate Principal News
Mansfield SHS congratulates
the 2020 graduates on their
outstanding ATAR results and
on 100% of students achieving
their QCE; the Queensland
Certificate of Education.

With 385 graduates, we are the
second largest high school in
the state and our results have
placed us as one of the top
performing schools. It is

testimony to the hard work and growth as learners of our year
12s, the passion and commitment from our dedicated teachers
and to the ongoing partnership with you the parents over the
last thirteen years, congratulations!

The class of 2020 were the first full cohort of prep, the first
year 7s into high school and the first group to receive an
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) rather than OP in
Queensland. The ATAR is used for university entrance and
the highest ranking on the 2,000 point scale is 99.95, with
increments of 0.05.

Katherine Nguyen achieved the highest possible ATAR of 99.95
and was one of the top 30 in the state. Please enjoy the video
of Katherine receiving her ATAR result.

315 students have been offered places in tertiary study; 52%
achieving their first preference; 99/99 (100%) students gaining
entry into QUT and 110/125 (88%) students into UQ

*QTAC has released data for the 85% of the 340 students who
were ATAR eligible and applied for tertiary entrance and have
selected the option to share their information with the school.

We are very proud that all of our students leave us with at
least two awards including an ATAR and the QCE, they have
gained certificates and many have left with traineeships or
apprenticeships.

Our whole school priority, quality learning in a caring
environment, has been to develop well balanced, sophisticated
learners who are independent, confident and well prepared for
life beyond school. Congratulations class of 2020!

The planning for an assembly to celebrate our highest achievers
and to present the Mansfield SHS 2020 Senior Dux is underway
and information about this event will be published shortly.

Congratulations class of 2020!

Deputy Principal News

Traffic and parking
Can we request the entire Mansfield SHS community to be
mindful around traffic and parking, especially regarding these
points:

1. DO NOT park on the school grounds! Park in designated
areas only and NOT on private property or on the grounds of
businesses adjacent to the school, ie. the VET surgery.

2. Park a little way from the school and ask the student to meet
you.

3. Abide by the road rules.

4. Cross the road at the crossings or lights only.

5. Be mindful of our neighbours in the local streets:

6. Students who are driving to school please register your car
with the school (page M25 of the student handbook):

• 18 students (6%) achieved an ATAR of 99 or above*

• 78 students (28%) achieved an ATAR of 95 or above*

• 133 students (48%) achieved an ATAR of 90 or
above*

• In the old OP system this would equate to

• 20 students (7%) achieving an OP 1*

• 32 students (11%) achieving an OP 2*

• 118 of students (42%) achieving an OP 1 to 5*.

• Do not drop off across driveways

• Park on one side of the street only for narrow streets
so that cars can still get down the street.

• Do not park in a cul-de-sac or a turnaround area.

• Register your car details with the deputy principal
senior schooling.

• Must not transport any other student, except for
immediate member of their family.

• Abide by road rules.

• Park in appropriate places only which does not
include the school grounds.

• Only in special cases where agreement between
parents and the deputy principal have been arranged
will permission be granted for one student to drive
another.
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We really appreciate your consideration of the above points, as
they are crucial for the safety of everyone.

Junior school
Welcome back to Mansfield SHS for the 2021 school year as
your student embarks on their studies in year 7 and year 8. In
2020, schools faced many challenges and changes together
as a community to ensure that students were able to continue
learning and achieving personal success. Among many things,
2020 has highlighted the ongoing importance of
communication and cooperation between schools and parents,
caregivers and students. We request your partnership as
parents/caregivers to proactively communicate with the
support team for year 7 and year 8 students so that we can
provide quality learning in a caring environment for your
student.

Some first day pictures of our Year 7sSome first day pictures of our Year 7s

Introducing our junior schooling team who are all here to
support you and your student throughout the year.

Miss SandraMiss Sandra
Quinn,Quinn,

Deputy Principal,Deputy Principal,
Year 7 and Year 8Year 7 and Year 8

Mrs Tracey Host,Mrs Tracey Host,
Head of Year 7Head of Year 7

Mr Matt Grant,Mr Matt Grant,
Head of Year 8Head of Year 8

Mr Dane Tucker,Mr Dane Tucker,
Year 7 CoordinatorYear 7 Coordinator

Miss SashaMiss Sasha
Kotanko,Kotanko,

Year 8 CoordinatorYear 8 Coordinator

Miss AngelaMiss Angela
Lanigan,Lanigan,

Year 7 andYear 7 and
Year 8 CoordinatorYear 8 Coordinator

First and foremost, if you feel the need to communicate about
classroom related activities, we ask that you make contact
with your student's classroom teacher. For contact regarding
something that may impact upon all subjects for your student,
or out of class issues, please contact the relevant head of year.

Each week, your student will receive a weekly email from their
head of year, detailing our theme of the week as well as any
important information that will help your student be organised
and prepared for school life. We are committed to your student
achieving their personal best at our school.

We would like to remind all parents and students of events
that are coming up very soon on our school calendar. On
Friday 5 February our school will travel to Chandler Aquatic
Centre for the annual swimming carnival. Due to changes for
COVID compliance, we have had to decrease the number of
students attending the event. In year 7, we are requesting that
only students who wish to compete as competitive swimmers
attend the carnival to participate in their selected races.
Students are currently being asked to go to the sports centre
to nominate for events and very soon will be asked to collect a
permission form as well to attend and participate in this carnival.

On Wednesday 10 February from 6 pm we have our annual
Year 7 information evening and dance. Please keep this date
free so that you and your student can attend.

We look forward to meeting more of you face to face over the
coming weeks at this event. We have very high expectations of
all our students in year 7 and Year 8 and look forward to a year
of excellence, fun and teamwork.

Year 7 and year 8 timetables

Year 7 and year 8 students can choose between some limited
options. These are called our elective subjects. Students will
do one elective subject per semester. We make every effort to
align each student’s request but this is not always possible. In
semester 2 students will have the option of another elective.
Students have not been placed into their semester 2 elective
yet and may consider their requests. We will ask for
confirmation of the semester 2 elective in May 2021.

Students generally swap between HPE and their language. If
the student does HPE in semester 1, they will do their language
in semester 2 and vice versa.

Middle school
A big welcome back to all our returning year 9 and year 10
students, and a big welcome to the school community to those
students, and their families, joining us for the first time this year.
We hope that your introduction to our school has been positive,
supportive, and informative. We are looking forward to getting
to know you as we become the best we can be during 2021.

3



We would like to introduce our middle schooling team who are
here to support you throughout the year.

Mrs Caitlin Anghel,Mrs Caitlin Anghel,
Deputy PrincipalDeputy Principal

Year 9 and Year 10Year 9 and Year 10

Mr Mark Waugh,Mr Mark Waugh,
Head of YearHead of Year

Year 9Year 9

Mrs DanielleMrs Danielle
Goschnick,Goschnick,

Head of Year 10Head of Year 10

Mr Dylan Williams,Mr Dylan Williams,
Year 9 CoordinatorYear 9 Coordinator

Ms SamanthaMs Samantha
Armstrong,Armstrong,

Year 10 CoordinatorYear 10 Coordinator

Mr Ben Austen,Mr Ben Austen,
Year 9 andYear 9 and

Year 10 CoordinatorYear 10 Coordinator

We look forward to partnering with you to ensure all of the
students in our care are reaching their potential and becoming
the best they can be. To this end, we encourage you to ask
students about their day. As tempting as it is to ask your
student, “how was school today?” our teenagers tend to
respond in one word answers to this one – “good”, “okay”,
“alright” or maybe even sometimes, “not great”. Some
alternative questions to ask that may illicit a longer response
and give you more of an insight into how they are travelling
include:

If any of your student’s responses are of concern to you, or
things are not going as smoothly as you think they should, who
should you contact? The guide below will help you direct any
queries:

Year 9 and year 10 are wonderful school years where students
are discovering their purpose, making decisions and seeking
opportunities to lead them to their senior schooling pathway
and beyond. These are integral years for developing good study
habits and solidifying their knowledge and learning from earlier
years. We encourage students to pause and appreciate their
learning and growth and to further spark their curiosity in
learning before their final years at school.

The middle schooling team wish all our students and families a
successful and fulfilling 2021.

Senior school
The senior schooling team’s vision is to ‘know all learners and
ensure all students are equipped to choose appropriate
pathways so they can leave school with the capabilities and
confidence to embrace the future and make a valuable
contribution to their community’.

The 2021 senior schooling team, consists of:

Mrs Terri Fletcher,Mrs Terri Fletcher,
Deputy Principal,Deputy Principal,

Year 11Year 11

Mrs Marg Overs,Mrs Marg Overs,
Deputy Principal,Deputy Principal,

Year 12Year 12

Ms Kerri Hixon,Ms Kerri Hixon,
Head of Year 11Head of Year 11

Ms Felicity Symko,Ms Felicity Symko,
Head of Year 12Head of Year 12

Ms Maddie Wust,Ms Maddie Wust,
Year 11 CoordinatorYear 11 Coordinator

Mrs Terri Soteriou,Mrs Terri Soteriou,
Year 12Year 12

CoordinatorCoordinator

• What made you smile today?

• Can you tell me an example of kindness that you
saw?

• What did you do that was creative?

• When did you really have to stretch your thinking
today?

• Who did you sit with/what did you do at lunch today?

• Tell me something that you know today that you did
not know yesterday.

• If you could change one thing about your day, what
would it be?

• Tell me about your teachers today; what made them
smile?

• SDP teacher for general school queries, events,
attendance

• Class teacher for curriculum or classroom issues

• Head of department for more serious curriculum
related concerns

• Year level coordinators for matters that may impact
your child’s learning across a number of subjects,
playground or out-of-class concerns

• Head of year or deputy principal for more serious/
confidential matters.
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Ms Amy Beckman,Ms Amy Beckman,
Year 11 andYear 11 and

Year 12Year 12
CoordinatorCoordinator

Mrs Naomi Pearce,Mrs Naomi Pearce,
StudentStudent

EngagementEngagement
OfficerOfficer

Head of year responsibilities are varied but in particular they can
provide assistance with:

If you would like more information regarding the points above,
please contact Ms Hixon or Miss Symko at the student services
hub (lower admin building – telephone 34525333).

Student engagement officer, Mrs Pearce, can assist with the
following key areas:

If you would like more information regarding the points above,
Mrs Pearce is located in the student services hub (lower admin
building – telephone 34525365).

We have included below some key dates (date savers) for year
11 and year 12.

Please note that the electronic permission form for study leave,
including Wednesday afternoon MAP, was emailed on Friday
29 January to one parent only and must be completed online
by 9 am Tuesday 2 February.

A big thank you to our TIP (The Inter-year Program) leaders and
prefects for their assistance on day 1 in helping our Year 7s
enjoy their first day and settle into Mansfield SHS.

We have very high expectations of all our students in year 11
and year 12 and we look forward to a year of excellence, fun
and teamwork.

School photographs
School photographs will be taken in week 2 at school. The
schedule will be:

Students should have received their photograph order/payment
envelope and this is to be returned on the day the student is
having their photograph taken, or alternatively you can order
and pay online as per below.

• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)
monitoring and eligibility

• School-based apprenticeships and traineeships
(SATs)

• VET courses and TAFE partnerships

• Work experience

• Year 11 events eg. parent information evening, RYDA

• Year 12 events eg. senior formal.

• Advertising opportunities for senior students including
SATs, special work experience and industry careers
information sessions

• Monitoring students on SATs and SVETE school to
work transition programs

• Monitoring students enrolled in VET courses through
TAFE and other external registered training
organisations (RTOs)

• Job readiness program by assisting students to
prepare resumes, application letters and portfolios,
and preparing for interviews

• Work experience placements.

• Photos on Tuesday 2 February period 3 and period 4
for year 11 and Thursday 4 February period 3 and
period 4 for year 12. Forms were sent home on day 1
with students.

• Year 11 parent information evening is on Wednesday
3 February from 6 pm to 8.15 pm in C block.

• Swimming carnival for year 12 and year 11
competitors only on Friday 5 February. Electronic

permission form was emailed Friday 19 January to
year 12 (one parent only). Competitors will receive a
paper form when they register to participate.

• Formal for year 12 is on Friday 17 September.

• Year 12 mock exam block is from Wednesday 1
September to Friday 10 September.

• Year 11 exam block (1) is from Wednesday 8
September to Friday 17 September.

• Year 11 leadership camp is from Friday 8 October to
Saturday 9 October.

• Year 11 senior investiture badge ceremony is on
Tuesday 19 October at 8.30 am.

• Year 12 external exams are from Wednesday 20
October to Tuesday 15 November.

• Year 11 exam block (2) is from Tuesday 16
November to Thursday 25 September
(approximately).

• Year 12 graduation is on Friday 19 November.

• Year 11 last day and presentation award ceremony is
on Friday 26 November.

• Monday 1 February - Year 7 and year 10.

• Tuesday 2 February - Year 8 and year 11.

• Wednesday 3 February - catch up photographs.

• Thursday 4 February - Year 9 and year 12.

• Thursday 11 February - catch up photographs.
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Mrs Sandy Ebert,Mrs Sandy Ebert,
Business ManagerBusiness Manager

Mr Craig Healey,Mr Craig Healey,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Students need to be dressed in formal uniform as outlined in
our school policy in order for their photograph to be taken.
These photographs are mainly used for school identification,
school magazine and student identification card (student ID
card).

Sibling photographs are welcome and can be taken before
school (if sibling at Mansfield State School) or at morning tea/
lunch time.

Business Manager News
Welcome back to 2021, we hope you
and your family have had an enjoyable
break. Thanks to all parents that have
made payments for laptops and fees
over the break. Please be aware that
unless full payment is made, we will be
unable to provide your child with a
device. A limited number of loan laptops
are available following completion of
some paperwork to ensure that your
child does has a device.

We will commence invoicing for general fees early February and
subject fees for year 9, year 10, year 11 and year 12 from
mid-February. Once all invoicing is complete, we will forward
you a statement of account which will include the payment
options to pay the annual fees across term 2 and term 3. Full
payment should be made by the middle of the year and we are
happy to receive regular payments by BPoint that will match up
with your student’s outstanding invoices.

Please email Mrs Ebert or Mrs Cross or telephone 34525310
should you have any enquiries relating to payment plans or
accounts.

Faculty News

Health and Physical Education
Firstly, welcome back all returning
Mansfield SHS students and a big
warm welcome to all the new faces
starting at Mansfield SHS for the very
first time. On behalf of the HPE
department, we hope you all had a
wonderful break and we look forward
to what 2021 brings both in our
classrooms and on the many sporting
fields you will find yourselves on
throughout the year.

We pride ourselves on maintaining a healthy and balanced
lifestyle, and this serves as a timely reminder of the various
ways you can begin or maintain your current levels of fitness
and improve your physical health, while socialising, having fun
and making friends in the process. In addition to the many of
opportunities offered in HPE classes, during MAP activities and
before and after school MSG training sessions, lunch times is
provide an excellent opportunity to get involved.

Remember, you only need to have appropriate sports shoes
and your school hat on to participate in supervised play on
either the oval, basketball courts or inside the sports centre; you
do not need to change into your sports uniform during morning
tea or lunch to participate; however, if you have MAP of HPE
directly after the break you choose to play in, it is advised to get
changed beforehand. You can borrow from a large selection of
sport equipment during either break. Just trade in either your
student ID card or student diary with a staff member for the item
of your choice.

Please familiarise yourself with the rules/expectations below as
these must always be followed. You will be asked to move back
to the shaded area under F block if you are unable to adhere.

Oval and outside basketball courts

Safe, supervised play during morning tea and lunch Monday to
Friday*. You must have appropriate sport shoes and a hat on
at all times and no food or drink (except water) is permitted.
Ensure you have eaten in the shade of F block terraces before
entering the oval or courts. Sports equipment (such as a
basketball) can be brought from home or borrowed using an
ID card at the sports centre. Change shoes, check and correct
full uniform when directed to by the teacher on duty. This may
occur before the warning bell to ensure you are on time for your
next class.

* At times, MAP teams require the use of these facilities on a
Tuesday and Wednesday during lunch time. Please be mindful
of this and leave the playing area when required.

Sports centre

Safe, supervised play during lunch times only on Monday,
Thursday and Friday. No supervised play on Tuesday or
Wednesday due to MAP fixtures. You must have appropriate
sport shoes on to participate and no food or drink (except
water) is permitted. Ensure you have (where possible) eaten in
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Mr Fraser McGillMr Fraser McGill

Mr Rowan JohnsonMr Rowan Johnson

the shade of F block terraces before making your way across
the oval and entering the sports centre. Sport equipment (such
as a basketball) can be brought from home or borrowed using
an ID card at the sports centre. Change shoes, check and
correct full uniform when directed to by the teacher on duty.
This may occur before the warning bell to ensure you are on
time for your next class.

No non-playing spectators. The facility is to be used by those
intending to participate in various forms of physical activity. If
you do not have your sport shoes, you will be asked to leave the
centre, so make sure you are super organised every Monday,
Thursday, and Friday to avoid this.

It is important all rules and expectations are followed for each
venue and we look forward to seeing more of you utilising the
many spaces available to continue to maintain and/or develop
your healthy and balanced lifestyles.

Please pop into the sports centre staffroom if you have any
questions about any of the above information.

Welcome to sport in 2021

At Mansfield SHS, we have two sports coordinators:

Mr McGill looks after junior sport (year 7 to
year 9) and Mt Gravatt District sport (12
years only).

Mr Johnson looks after senior sport
(year 10 to year 12) and South District
sport (13-19 years).

Key dates for term 1

Swimming carnival is on Friday 5 February at State Swimming
Centre (Chandler). Competitors and year 12 students only.

School cross country carnival Thursday 1 April.

Information for upcoming district trials will be put on the notices
and emailed to students.

Interschool sport trials Tuesday (junior) and Wednesday (senior)
of week 2. Students need to bring full sports uniform as well
as any specific equipment for sport trialling for example football
boots, cricket kits.

Summer sport block 1

Sports offered Junior

SPORT AGE GROUP

Year 7

Year 8

Volleyball

Year 9

Year 7

Year 8

Basketball

Year 9

Year 7

Year 8

Touch Football

Year 9

Year 7Futsal

Year 8 and year 9

Year 7Cricket

Year 8 and year 9

BOYS

Modcrosse Mixed

Year 7

Year 8

Volleyball

Year 9

Year 7Basketball

Year 8 and year 9

Year 7

Year 8

Touch Football

Year 9

Year 7

GIRLS

Futsal

Year 8/year 9

Sports offered Senior

SPORT AGE GROUP

Year 10Volleyball

Open

Year 10Touch Football

Open

Year 10Futsal

Open

BOYS

Cricket Year 10
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Mr Mark Casey,Mr Mark Casey,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Mrs Allison Peel,Mrs Allison Peel,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

SPORT AGE GROUP

Open

Year 10Team Handball

Open

Year 10Volleyball

Open

Year 10Team Handball

Open

Year 10Touch Football

Open

Year 10

GIRLS

Futsal

Open

Information Technology

2021 laptop program

Here at Mansfield SHS all students are
expected to bring a fully charged
laptop to school every day and to leave
their charger at home. When used
appropriately, fully charged laptop will
last the whole school day. If students
have issues with laptops not lasting the
whole day, please consider providing a
portable power bank.

We have two programs to assist families with providing a laptop
for school. Anyone wishing to join the school-based CYOD
program should have already applied as the program is now
closed for 2021. A selection of appropriate BYO devices has
been identified in a range of vendor portals. Purchase through
these portals provide the ability for our IT support team to assist
with warranty issues and repairs.

Please take the time to read through all the information about
the school laptop programs and policies on our school website
under Extra-curricular – Computer and Internet. This is
particularly important for students with a BYO device so they
understand the process for connecting the laptop to the school
network. During our first weeks there will be information and
help available to students during breaks through the IT support
team in the Library.

Extracurricular activities

This year the IT department will be running a number of
extracurricular activities, including First Tech Challenge,
Premier's Coding competition, Young ICT Explorers, STEM
Video Games Challenge, Bebras Computational Thinking
Challenge, CyberTaipan, GovHack, Techgirls are Superheroes,
Microsoft AI for Good and the Computational and Algorithmic
Thinking Challenge. A full calendar will be available in the next
newsletter. For more information about how your student can
be involved in these activities, please contact Mrs Docherty.

Languages
We would like to extend a warm
welcome to both our new and
continuing students for 2021. It was
great to welcome our new year 7
French immersion students to
Mansfield SHS on Wednesday and
witness their language progress in just
a few short days.

We are happy to announce that our
languages department have moved to

G block and our teachers can be found in the following staff
rooms:

Big G Little G Science

Centre

Science

Block

Ms Peel - head of
department

Miss Endicott –
French teacher

Mrs
Buecher-Hall
– French
immersion
teacher
(science and
maths)

Mr
Langnel -
French
immersion
teacher
(science)

Mrs Bess –
Japanese teacher

Miss Foot –
Japanese
teacher

Mrs Blachair –
French and
French immersion
teacher (French)

Mrs Ghafari –
French and
French
immersion
teacher
(humanities and
French)

Mrs Burfoot –
French and
French immersion
teacher (maths)

Mrs Hough –
French and
French
immersion
teacher (French
and HPE)

Mr Di Bartolo –
French and
French immersion
teacher
(humanities, HPE
and French)

Mrs Nastrom
Smith –
Japanese
teacher

Ms Fryer – French
and French
immersion teacher
(humanities)

Mrs Luppi –
Japanese teacher
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Mrs Kathrine Jacobsen,Mrs Kathrine Jacobsen,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Maths

Mr Peter Broome,Mr Peter Broome,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Ms Leanne Townsend,Ms Leanne Townsend,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Welcome one and all. Our 2020 graduates performed so well!
Here is a snap shot comparing our year 12 mathematical
methods students compared to the state.

It is very clear that what we are doing in year 7 to year 12
mathematics is working extremely well.

To support all our students in their journey in mathematics,
we have a number of extras our teachers provide out of their
regular classes.

Year 7 maths parent evening

For one parent of each of our year 7 students on Wednesday
17 February (week 4) from 6 pm to 8 pm in C1/20 Mr Broome
(head of department – mathematics); C3/4 Ms Townsend (head
of department- mathematics) and C5/6 (numeracy coordinator
and year 7 mathematics coordinator). We will have 180
Covid-safe places.

We will go over the year 7 course and give you some ideas to
support your student and also how to access the resources.
We often go later to do more algebra and fraction fun!

After school tutoring

We have 51 outstanding maths teachers at our school and
many offer free extra support to your students. This year we will
continue to run maths tutoring for all students at all levels and
abilities from 3 pm to 4 pm on the following days (in weeks 2 to
8 of each term):

Tuesday C1 - year
7

C2 – year 8 C3 – maths
methods

Wednesday C1 - year
9

C2 – year 10 C3 – general
maths

Thursday C1 - year
10

C2 – maths
methods

C3 – specialist
maths

Students should bring their maths notebooks and textbooks
(online or hardcopy) to work on areas which they require further
guidance. No mobile phones are permitted during these
sessions as it is a school activity.

Any student who requires extra support is welcome. Teachers
can keep a record of attendance if desired.

Mathematics competitions and events

This year our extraordinarily gifted mathematicians will have the
opportunity to compete and engage in:

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us
Ms Townsend or Mr Broome.

Music
Welcome back to our continuing
musicians and welcome to new
students joining us in this year.
2021 is shaping up to be a fantastic
year of music-making!
Congratulations to all of our 2020
musicians who achieved
outstanding results last year; 12 of
our musicians achieved an ATAR
score of 95 or over, with two of
these achieving 99.95 and 99.50.

Fantastic work!

Students in the instrumental and choral programs should have
received an email at the beginning of the school holidays
showing which ensembles they have been allocated to this
year. Parents please check carefully the personal details section
of this email and notify us of any changes.

Instrumental lessons and ensemble rehearsals

These begin in week 3 and lesson timetables will be available
for students to collect in the F block corridor at the end of week
2. The music information evening for new parents and students
will be held on Thursday 4 February beginning at 6.30 pm in the
school assembly hall. This meeting is an excellent opportunity
to meet the music teachers and to discover how the music
department operates.

• Mathematics Teams Challenge. We may do a
school-based challenge as we have so many
outstanding students, but we will compete in regional
competitions.

• ICAS Mathematics. Students have the option to do
this competition online during school time.

• USC Mathematical Modelling Challenge.

• STEM QAMT and STAQ Problem Solving.
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The first music parent support group meeting will be held on
Tuesday 16 February in the music centre (M block) at 7 pm. All
are welcome to attend.

Music camp 1

Ensembles attending music camp 1 are wind orchestra,
concert band, camerata, capriccio and chorale. Students in
these ensembles are reminded to hand in their forms and
payment as soon as possible.

Creative Generation

All instrumental audition videos for C-GEN are due no later than
3 pm on Friday 19 February. See Mrs Jacobsen in F block if you
have any questions.

Term 1 dates

School musical – ‘Mary Poppins’

It’s “practically perfect in ev’ry way”........the highly-anticipated
Mansfield SHS Musical ‘Mary Poppins’ is ready to hit the stage
on Thursday 29 April, Friday 30 April and Saturday 1 May. With
well-known songs like ‘A Spoonful of Sugar’, ‘Let’s Go Fly a
Kite’ and ‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’, this show is sure to
be great for the whole family. More details soon but mark the
dates in your diary now!

Resource Centre

Ms Kim Andrews,Ms Kim Andrews,
Teacher LibrarianTeacher Librarian

Ms Kerstin Robertson,Ms Kerstin Robertson,
Teacher LibrarianTeacher Librarian

RaRe-ing to go in 2021! With truckloads of holiday reading
under our belts, it is time to buckle in and join RaRe book club
for the literary ride of 2021! We will be meeting twice a term on a
Wednesday afternoon from 3 pm to 4 pm, in week 3 and week
9. The first meeting for this year is 3 pm to 4 pm Wednesday 10
February, in the reading room at our resource centre. A great
opportunity to meet like-minded friends.

Science

Mr Duncan Gordon,Mr Duncan Gordon,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Mrs Emily Preston,Mrs Emily Preston,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Welcome back to our continuing students and a warm
welcome to new scientists.

We are very excited by the number of students studying
science this year and look forward to engaging and amazing
science experiences with our dedicated faculty staff.

Our responsibilities as heads of department are listed in the
table below. Please contact us with any concerns or questions
relating to our areas of focus.

Head of
Department

Mr Gordon Mrs Preston

Responsibilities Year 7 science and Year 8
science

Year 10, Year 11 and Year
12 chemistry

Year 10, Year 11 and Year
12 earth and environment
science

Year 11 and Year 12
science in practice

Year 9 science

Year 10, Year 11
and Year 12
biology

Year 10, Year 11
and Year 12
physics

Location S block (old building) Science centre
(new building)

Telephone
extension

354 415

Our faculty will continue to offer science experiences
throughout the year, including titration competition, first LEGO
league, bridge building and science excursions, so please
encourage your student to listen for notices and check to their
emails to maximise their involvement and opportunities.

Meet a scientist

The science department will be facilitating regular afterschool
presentations for our students interested in science. These

• Wednesday 3 February – student music meeting –
morning tea in the assembly hall.

• Thursday 4 February – welcome to music meeting –
6.30 pm in the assembly hall.

• Monday 8 February – instrumental lessons and
ensemble rehearsals begin.

• Friday 6 March to Sunday 8 March – music camp 1.

• Friday 19 March – music concert 1 – (only those
involved in music camp 1 will be performing) - 6.30
pm in the assembly hall.
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Mr Mark Redhead,Mr Mark Redhead,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Remy Williams-McConnellRemy Williams-McConnell

Ms Sue Pritchard,Ms Sue Pritchard,
Head of DepartmentHead of Department

sessions, entitled ‘meet a scientist’, will be presented by
inspiring and recognised local scientists (researchers, lecturers
or PhD students) who will be sharing their passion for a specific
field of science starting with a 30 minute to 40 minute talk
followed by a Q&A session. The students will have the
opportunity to ask questions directly linked to the profession,
the studies undertaken, the highs and lows of the profession
or any other related questions. Students will be encouraged to
actively participate and ask questions.

Mrs Preston, head of department, and Mrs Buecher Hall,
biology teacher, will facilitate these presentations. The sessions
will be held in the science centre (new science building).

These afterschool presentations will run depending on the
school calendar and the availability of the presenters on
Wednesday or Thursday afternoons from 3 pm to 4 pm.
Students participating will be required to sign in at the start
of the presentation and will need to make sure that they have
a way to get home safely after the presentation. Permission
letters are available in the science centre staffroom. These must
be returned prior to attending.

Meet a scientist 2021 Semester 1

If you would like further information, please contact Mrs Preston
or Mrs Buecher Hall.

Students and Performance
Welcome to 2021 and to a new school
year. We are looking forward to
reconnecting with and meeting all new
Mansfield SHS students in the next
few weeks and finding out from as
many as possible the answer to the
following question, “What makes you
want to succeed?”

The students and performance department
is particularly focused on students and their
efforts in all aspects of school. Academic
performance is a central part of every school;
however, at Mansfield SHS we understand that a student’s
capacity to improve and develop is an ever-changing and
growing part of themselves. We are all developing over time;
getting the very best out of school is important. And so, we
believe this simple statement to be self-evident, ‘we can always
do better’.

In 2020, many of our gifted and talented programs were
affected due to social distancing. The Mansfield SHS
community may expect a renewed energy in 2021 as our
students once again compete and excel in regional, state and
national academic competitions.

ICAS in 2020 at Mansfield SHS saw a great deal of pride in
student performance, with the school average score soaring
far beyond the Australian national averages in English, maths,
science and digital technologies. For the sixth year in a row, an
ICAS medal for the top student in Queensland was awarded to
a Mansfield SHS student. In 2020, Remy Williams-McConnell
(10I) was the best year 9 English performer in Queensland.

Our work with the Australian
Council of Educational Research
consistently shows that our junior
school students’ performance in
English and maths is on average
a full year ahead when compared
to most school around Australia.
Mansfield SHS will continue to
work closely with ACER in 2021
in order to find continuing

opportunities to enhance student capacity for excellence.

To the Mansfield SHS students of 2021, and especially to our
brand-new year 7 cohort, we extend a warm welcome to your
school, one of Australia’s leading high schools.

The Arts

Creative Generation: In
Residence 2020

Creative Generation Excellence
Awards in Visual Arts In Residence
program is a Department of Education
initiative, supported by the Queensland
Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art
(QAGOMA). It is an elite three-day
program that ran in late 2020 and
provided selected year 10 students

from across Queensland the opportunity to work closely with
acclaimed artist Abdul Abdullah. As students were mentored by
the artist they learnt and experimented with new techniques,
while stepping through the process of painting a portrait.

Renee Lau (11O) was chosen for this prestigious program and
excelled in the process. Renee is a great ambassador for
Mansfield SHS as a passionate, kind and humble student who
created the self-portrait Dear future self, seen below. We want

• Thursday 25 February - Dr Michela Mitchell (UQ)
Biology - venoms and their use in drugs.

• Wednesday 3 March - Dr Joanne Blanchfield (UQ)
Chemistry - drug development and delivery.

• Thursday 25 March - Dr Kelly Garner (Brain Institute
UQ) Medicine - topic to be confirmed.

• Wednesday 28 April - Dr Nela Durisic (Brain Institute
– UQ) Medicine – topic to be confirmed.

• Thursday 13 May - Dr Chris Brown (Griffith University)
Biology - sharks and sharks culling.

• Wednesday 26 May - Dr Matthew Smith (Research
and Scientific Branch Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services) Chemistry – topic to be
confirmed.

• Friday 16 June (to be confirmed) - Dr Eleanor
Velasquez (Griffith University) Biology - marine and
terrestrial ecology.
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Karena DarwenKarena Darwen

to congratulate Renee on her outstanding efforts and cannot
wait to continue working with her this year in the arts faculty.

“Throughout the program, I could not stop the bubbly feeling of
happiness which tingled all over my body! Meeting others who
are fond of visual art, as well as learning numerous tips and
tricks from renowned artist, Abdul Abdullah was an enjoyable
experience. The program concluded with new skills, a painted
portrait and the strengthened desire to pursue a career in the
creative industries.” Renee Lau

The work is currently being shown on the QAGOMA website.

Artist Statement: Times when the past seems no longer
important and fades or passes away sparingly, the younger
self reaches out as a representative. A reminder is sent by the
younger self to recall youth and previous experiences, trying not
to let the previous and future self forget that it is what makes
and defines a person. ‘Ji de wo’ or ‘remember me’ is written in
white on top of the portrait composed similarly to a photo used
for a funeral to express a death of the past as my younger self’s
last words, reminding me to never let go of the moments I was
young, wild and free.

Film competition news

Congratulations to Karena Darwen (10E)!
Over the holiday break, her animation
'Ticket to the Skies' made the official
selection for the FlickerUP competition as
part of the prestigious Flickerfest! Well done
Karena!

Flickerfest began as a small local festival at
the Balmain High School in 1991. Since
then it has grown to become Australia’s

leading Academy® accredited and BAFTA recognised
competitive Australian and International Short Film Festival with
1000s of entries coming from filmmakers across the globe.

Prefect News
At the end of last year, the school captains, vice captains and
prefects came together to decide upon a theme that would
bring together the Mansfield SHS community. They felt that last
year’s theme of ‘belonging’ brought the school together in a
year where we needed to feel connected more to one another.
So, this year, when the future is still a little uncertain they
felt that as a community we needed to find something within
ourselves that will give us a reason to continue to move forward.
So, therefore they came up with the theme of PURPOSE for
the 2021 year.

School captain, Api Naisarani, stated, “I
believe it’s my purpose to encourage and
inspire future leaders of Mansfield State
High School. To be a leader who creates
change for future leaders to come”.

School captain, Yentl Palm, stated, “I believe my purpose for
2021 is to listen to everyone’s ideas and opinions, making sure
that they know they are valued”.

Vice captain, Sean O’Brien, said, “For 2021, I believe my
purpose is to make this last year for myself and all my fellow
Year 12s as exciting and memorable as possible”.

Vice captain, Naomi Tucker, said, “I believe my purpose is to
encourage and help those around me”.

Collectively the prefects believe their purpose is to be role
models for the community and to continue to create a positive
culture.
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Glen Petersen,Glen Petersen,
School ChaplainSchool Chaplain

Mrs Sonia RadelMrs Sonia Radel
P&C Operations ManagerP&C Operations Manager

Guidance News

Mrs Penny BudgeMrs Penny Budge Mrs Jo LawtonMrs Jo Lawton

Mr Dale O’BrienMr Dale O’Brien Mrs Kamal MistryMrs Kamal Mistry

The guidance officers would like to welcome everyone back to
Mansfield SHS for 2021. Our guidance team for this year are
Mrs Lawton, Mrs Mistry (part time), Mr O’Brien, Ms Mila (term 1)
and Mrs Budge. Guidance staff provide support for students to
engage in their learning by providing;

To book an appointment students can email or go to the
student services hub to discuss the reason/s for an
appointment and the appointment time will be emailed to the
student.

Career Options newsletter will be emailed monthly to year 10,
year 11 and year 12 students to provide general information on
a range of relevant topics. This newsletter provides information
on open days for TAFE, universities and ADF along with
opportunities with in a variety of industries. We encourage
students to read through the email to gain the information they
need to support their career planning.

Students will be kept informed of events and other relevant
information via notices and emails sent to their school
accounts.

Our guidance team wish all our students a successful 2021.

Chaplaincy News
Glen Petersen, is our school chaplain and
his office is in A block (adjacent the
canteen). Glen is a former student and
school captain of Mansfield SHS and his
door is always open for students either to
just drop in at break times or by
appointment (Monday to Thursday).

Chaplains provide for student’s emotional
needs through pastoral care; helping
students struggling with a wide range of

issues, including family problems, confusing relationships,
friendship issues, peer pressure, self-esteem issues, bullying,
stress and anxiety. Chaplains provide general personal and
spiritual advice, comfort and support to all students and staff,
regardless of their religious affiliation or beliefs.

Current government funding supports nearly two days a week
for the chaplaincy program but as a school community we
are responsible for raising $40,000 each year to cover the
additional two days per week. Donations are always very
welcome and are tax deductible. Donations can be made via
this link.

Parent prayer group
Chappy Glen would love to hear from any parents interested
in becoming involved with the parent Christian prayer group.
Please email him.

The meetings will most likely continue to be held at 1.45 pm,
fortnightly on a Monday and will finish to enable parents to
collect their students at 2.45 pm. If you are unable to attend the
meetings but would like to know more please still email Glen.

Student birthdays
At Mansfield SHS we like to recognise student birthdays. This
is done by class teachers on the student's birthday and can
be as simple as wishing them a happy birthday as they enter
the class. Some teachers have opted to lead a happy birthday
song for the student with their classmates also singing. We
understand that some faith groups do not celebrate birthdays,
so please let Chappy Glen know if you would not like your
student's birthday recognised.

P&C News

Canteen
In 2021 Mansfield SHS will have
two canteens open to serve
students. Our existing canteen
will be undergoing a refresh and
has been named Café 74 in
recognition of 1974 being the
year that Mansfield SHS opened.

Mansfield Central is our new
facility that was built as part of the

hall refurbishment and offers a full service canteen during

• Brief individual and group support for social and
emotional concerns.

• Senior career planning, subject selection and subject
changes for year 11 students.

• Referrals for outside agency support for students
and/or families.

• Support for QTAC applications and SET planning.
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breaks with snacks, drinks and ice-blocks sold from the kiosk
near the terraces during breaks and after school. Ideal for those
staying on for training or afterschool activities. Mansfield Central
will be fully operational from week 3 and until then only the kiosk
at the rear will open for drinks and ice-blocks during breaks.

Both canteens offer the same menu and students can visit
either one. Purchases are cashless and may be made by using
My Student Account with funds loaded on your student card or
using EFTPOS with a $5 minimum spend.

Pre-orders

Café 74 accepts pre-orders before school. Pre-ordering
ensures that your meal is made and set aside for you to collect
in the break you nominate. Orders must be placed before
school at Café 74 and collected at the pre-order window near
chappy’s office.

Year 7 students

New students will not have a student card until after photos are
taken and the new cards issued. They can come to Café 74
before school and place a pre-order using cash. Cash is not
accepted at any other time and it is not accepted at Mansfield
Central.

My Student Account
Existing students can activate their My Student Account (MSA)
and follow the prompts to create a new account. You will need
your student ID number and date of birth to do this. Once the
account is created, funds can be added to the account by
credit card.

Alternatively, students can load cash directly to MSA by
bringing the cash and their student identification card to Café
74 before school. Funds are loaded directly to the card and are
available to spend immediately. There are no fees for loading
cash.

Uniform shop
Please continue to order items needed online and collect from
the uniform shop during opening hours or have your student
collect from the student window. The uniform shop continues
to offer extended trading hours during week two and is open
every day from 7.30 am until midday. In week three, hours will
return to normal with the shop open on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 7.30 am until 10 am.

If you have ordered online and not collected your order, please
send you student to collect. There are a lot of orders which are
packed and ready that were not collected in January.

P&C Association – notice of annual
general meeting
The Mansfield SHS P&C Association will hold its annual general
meeting on Thursday 25 February at 6.30 pm in the assembly
hall. All are welcome to attend. Information on elected positions
and membership is available on the school website.

The Mansfield SHS P&C works closely with the school to
support students and the school community. The executive are
volunteers who oversee the association with staff employed

to manage daily operations including the canteen and uniform
shop. All parents are encouraged to join the P&C to learn
more about the school community and to take an active role
in supporting their student. Meetings are held monthly during
school terms and include guest speakers and school
representatives. Membership applications submitted before the
AGM are accepted at the meeting without the need to attend
the AGM or you may join by attending any general monthly
meeting. P&C members receive copies of reports and minutes
prior to each meeting.

Stay in touch with the Mansfield SHS P&C Association via our
Facebook page.

Community News

School bus passes

Parents of student/s that held a 2020 Clarks Logan City Bus
Pass that rolled over for 2021 have until Friday 26 February to
collect their passes. If these passes are not collected by this
date, you will need to reapply. Collection times at our depot are
Monday to Friday 8 am to 10 am and 2 pm to 4 pm. If you have
any enquires please contact us at info@clarkslogancity.com.au.
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Calendar of Events

TUESDAY

2 FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER EMAILED TO PARENTS/
CAREGIVERS

SCHOOL PHOTOS YEAR 8 AND YEAR 11

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT TRIALS

WEDNESDAY

3 FEBRUARY

CATCH-UP PHOTOS YEAR 7,8,10,11

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT TRIALS

YEAR 11 PARENT INFORMATION
EVENING – 6 PM C BLOCK

THURSDAY

4 FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS YEAR 9 AND YEAR 12

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC EVENING –
6.30 PM ASSEMBLY HALL

FRIDAY

5 FEBRUARY

SWIMMING CARNIVAL – CHANDLER

MONDAY

8 FEBRUARY

RAUCHLE SERVICE CLUB MEETING – 1
PM S03

TUESDAY

9 FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 AHS EXCURSION – UQ
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT TRIALS

WEDNESDAY

10
FEBRUARY

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT TRIALS

RARE BOOK CLUB – 3 PM LR01

YEAR 7 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
AND DANCE – 6 PM

THURSDAY

11
FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS CATCH-UP DAY

YEAR 11 HSP HAACP INVESTIGATION –
BRISBANE CITY

MEET A SCIENTIST – 3 PM SC05

FRIDAY

12
FEBRUARY

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 3 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

SUNDAY MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 12 NOON
ASSEMBLY HALL

14
FEBRUARY

MONDAY

15
FEBRUARY

YEAR 7E AND 7F TIC INCURSION – J03

YEAR 12 GEG EXCURSION – TOOHEY
FOREST

TUESDAY

16
FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 GEG EXCURSION – TOOHEY
FOREST

YEAR 12 DRIVER IQ SESSION –
ASSEMBLY HALL

JUNIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
1

SOUTH DISTRICT SWIMMING TRIALS –
CHANDLER

WEDNESDAY

17
FEBRUARY

SENIOR INTERSCHOOL SPORT – ROUND
1

YEAR 12 MUSIC PERFORMANCE
EVENING – 6.30 PM MUSIC STUDIO

THURSDAY

18
FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 HSP INVESTIGATION CITY
MARKETS – CATHEDRAL SQUARE

FRIDAY

19
FEBRUARY

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 3 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL

SUNDAY

21
FEBRUARY

MUSICAL REHEARSAL – 12 NOON
ASSEMBLY HALL

MONDAY

22
FEBRUARY

PREFECT GRIP LEADERSHIP –
CHANDLER

RAUCHLE SERVICE CLUB MEETING – 1
PM S03

15


	From the Executive Principal’s Desk
	Associate Principal News
	Deputy Principal News
	Junior school
	Year 7 and year 8 timetables

	Middle school
	Senior school
	School photographs
	Business Manager News
	Faculty News
	Oval and outside basketball courts
	Sports centre
	Welcome to sport in 2021
	Key dates for term 1
	Summer sport block 1
	Sports offered Junior
	Sports offered Senior


	Information Technology
	2021 laptop program
	Extracurricular activities

	Languages
	Maths
	Year 7 maths parent evening
	After school tutoring
	Mathematics competitions and events

	Music
	Instrumental lessons and ensemble rehearsals
	Music camp 1
	Creative Generation
	Term 1 dates
	School musical – ‘Mary Poppins’

	Resource Centre
	Science
	Meet a scientist
	Meet a scientist 2021 Semester 1


	Students and Performance
	The Arts
	Creative Generation: In Residence 2020
	Film competition news

	Prefect News
	Guidance News
	Chaplaincy News
	Student birthdays
	P&C News
	Pre-orders
	Year 7 students

	My Student Account
	Uniform shop
	P&C Association – notice of annual general meeting
	Community News
	Calendar of Events

